THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN

an eloquent commentary upon Fascist boasts of the
invincibility of the Regia Aeronautica.
The Toughness of our Fighter Machines
Our own fighter pilots can take the air in the firm
assurance that their machines are better than the
enemy's. That feeling cannot but have a heartening
effect upon morale. They know that their equipment
is sound. eAgain and again during the fierce air
battles over England', said an Air Ministry Bulletin
of September 13 (No. 1707), 'pilots of the Fighter
Command have been discovering just how tough
they (their machines) are. Many pilots who are
fighting again to-day owe their lives to the skill of the
men who made the Spitfires and Hurricanes which
carry them home although battered by enemy shells
and bullets.' The Bulletin quotes a Spitfire pilot
whose aircraft was severely damaged by one Messer-
schmitt 109 after he had destroyed another. cMy
fuselage and one wing were hit, severing the rudder
controls completely. The elevator cables and wire-
less were also hit. I managed, however, to return to
my base and forced-landed with very little addi-
tional damage to my wing-tips/ Another pilot sur-
vived to tell the tale after his cooling mixture pipe
had been hit as well as his airscrew and both main
planes; he had to lean out of the cockpit, which was
filled with smoke, in order to breathe.
Disintegration of Messerschmitts
In contrast, the Me 109 of these days was in-
inclined to break up under intense attack. An Air
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